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MMRDA Achieves It’s First Underground Tunnel Breakthrough for Metro Line
7A

One Breakthrough, Endless Connections with all Metro Corridors — A Big Step
Toward Seamless Airport Access

Mumbai, 17th April 2025:

In a landmark moment for Mumbai’s metro connectivity, the Mumbai Metropolitan Region
Development Authority (MMRDA) celebrated the successful tunnel breakthrough for Metro
Line 7A, which will link the Mumbai Metro Network to Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport (CSMIA). This crucial milestone was completed by the pressing of a
button by the august hands of the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Shri Devendra
Fadnavis.The occasion was graced by the presence of Hon’ble Shri Mangal Prabhat Lodha,
Minister of Tourism, Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, and MLA Shri Parag Alawani.
Dr. Sanjay Mukherjee (l1AS), Metropolitan Commissioner, MMRDA, Shri Vikram Kumar, IAS,
Additional Commissioner, and Shri Ashwin Mudgal, Additional Commissioner, MMRDA,
were also present.

The tunnel—stretching 1.6 km underground—was constructed using a Tunnel Boring
Machine (TBM), which was launched on 1st September 2023. The machine had to navigate
through several challenges, including passing above the operational underground Metro
Line 3 and beneath Sahar Elevated road and utilities. Despite the complexities, the tunnel
was successfully completed and broke through today.

Once completed, Metro Line 7A will play a pivotal role in connecting Mumbai’s metro
corridors to the international airport. It will serve as a crucial link between various parts of
the city—from Colaba to Vasai-Virar via Mira-Bhayander—while also creating seamless
connectivity to Thane and the upcoming Navi Mumbai International Airport.

Metro Line 7A has two stations:

* Airport Colony Metro Station (Elevated)

* CSMIA Metro Station (Underground)

* The total work on the line is 59% completed

With this breakthrough, MMRDA strengthens its commitment to building an integrated and
world-class public transportation system for the Mumbai Metropolitan Region. Out of the
337 km metro network planned, several lines—including Metro Lines 1, 2A, 3, and 7—are
already operational.

Shri Devendra Fadnavis, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Maharashtra, said:



The CSMT to Airport connection has now become a reality and today, we witnessed a
marvellous Tunnel Breakthrough on Metro Line 7A. This is truly an engineering marvel,
where the elevated and underground metro lines converge. It was a highly complex task,
but MMRDA has executed it with excellence. This breakthrough will directly benefit
Mumbaikars, easing travel across the city. Our vision is to see 150 km of the Mumbai
Metro completed by next year, and today’s milestone brings us one step closer to that
goal.

Shri Eknath Shinde, Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister of Maharashtra and Chairman of
MMRDA, said:

This Tunnel Breakthrough on Metro Line 7A is a remarkable achievement that will
revolutionize the way Mumbai moves. It is a proud moment as this engineering marvel
connects key areas of the city, including the CST to Airport corridor, in an efficient and
seamless manner. MMRDA has worked tirelessly to make this vision a reality. This is
about building world-class infrastructure that will benefit every Mumbaikar and every
citizen in the MMR region.

Dr. Sanjay Mukherjee, IAS, Metropolitan Commissioner, MMRDA, commented:

A world-class metro network is taking shape in the Mumbai Metropolitan Region. While
this network is being interconnected internally, connecting it to the international airport
is a necessity for the city. That is why Metro Line 7A was undertaken, and in just a few
months, a tunnel over 1.5 km in length has already been completed. This metro corridor
will greatly benefit not only the citizens of the MMR but also national and international
tourists traveling across the city.
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